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1. Introduction : Rationale 

 

Vision  

To have a consistent approach to teach and support pupils in Numeracy across the whole 

school curriculum. 

Aims 

¶ Reinforce what pupils learn in Maths ï using numbers in different contexts. 

¶ Having a consistent approach helps to minimise confusion for our pupils.  

¶ To help to build links in pupilsô thinking with existing knowledge/skills. 

¶ Improve pupilsô confidence in using Maths in different contexts. 

¶ For staff to be more confident in teaching and supporting pupils in Numeracy. 

¶ To make staff aware of the supports that are available to pupils. 

Rutherglen High School Activities 

¶ Numeracy Period ï one period a week for the whole school 

¶ RHS Numeracy Methodology Document ï this document 

¶ Numeracy resources in all classrooms ï see ñResources to Support Pupils Learningò  

RHS Numeracy Methodology Document 

This document é 

¶ Presents a consistent approach to teaching Numeracy that helps to make it more accessible to 

pupils with additional support needs. 

¶ Details some of the teaching methods used in the Maths department 

¶ Describes some of the ways that we support the learning of our pupils in Maths 

¶ Endeavours to incorporate good practice in our teaching of Numeracy in the context of a 

school for pupils with additional support needs. 

  

 

                            

      Numeracy Link and Curriculum for Excellence 
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2. Number Skills 

 

 

 

Number Skills: Counting 

You can use anything to practice counting: coins, cubes, counters (opaque or clear), cars, paperclips - 

anything really!  

Number lines, Number Grids 

In maths we use number lines up to 20. We also use rulers - we normally use the centimetre scale to 

count. Also available is a number grid that goes up to 100. The 100 Number Grid is where we are 

aiming for with the pupils who need support with counting as itôs the most flexible of the supports 

mentioned and allows them to work as independently as they can. 

Use of a ruler to count in 2s, 5s, 10s. 

Counting in 1s to start with, but more able pupils need to count in 2s, 5s, 10s and 20s as this is great 

preparation for counting coins and notes in money. You can use a ruler to help count in 2s, 5s, or 10s. 

So for example, counting in 5s out loud, you point to the ruler whenever you say a number, and when 

you get to the correct number of 5s on the ruler then the number you just said is the number you want.  
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Number Skills: The four operations + - x ÷ 

We aim to help pupils to  

Å develop the skills (mental and written), 

Å understand the vocabulary (see the Numeracy dictionary) 

Å and then how to use their skills in real life situations and problem solving.. 

 

+ + +  + + + +  + +  Adding  + + + + + + + + +      

Å Words that mean addition include: Add, total, sum, plus, carry, altogether 

Å Addition can be done in any order, so when adding mentally it is good practice to start with 

the biggest number.  

 

-  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -   Takeaway -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -   

Å Words that mean subtraction include: Takeaway, difference, minus, borrow, change (money) 

Å Biggest number first (usually). Takeaway cannot be done in any order. 

 

Some examples of adding and takeaway:  
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x x x x x x  x x  x  Multiply   x x x x x  x x x x  

Å Words that mean multiplication include: ñTimesò, ñdoublingò, ñtreblingò, ñtotalò, 

ñaltogetherò 

Å Multiplication can be thought of as adding many times 

Å Like addition it can be done in any order 

Å Times tables should be learnt if possible. (Some pupils really struggle with this, however, so 

the time stable grid is available for them to use) This is because mental work is much quicker, 

division is easier and fractions make more sense when times tables are remembered rather 

than having to be looked up.  

÷ ÷ ÷ ÷ ÷ ÷ ÷ ÷  ÷  Divide  ÷ ÷ ÷ ÷ ÷ ÷  ÷ ÷ ÷  

Å Division is the hardest concept and skill to learn 

Å The main word to use to describe division is ñsharingò. Other words than can be used are ï 

ñgroupingò, ñhalvingò, ñsplittingò 

Å Biggest number first (usually). Division cannot be done in any order.  

Some examples of multiply and divide: 
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3. Numbers in Context 

 

 

 

 

Numbers in Context: Telling the Time 

There are four different ways that we tell the time.  

Å Clock face (analogue time) 

Å Words (quarter past etc) 

Å Digital time 

Å 24 hour time (similar to digital) 

We teach all four in school, usually leaving 24 hour until they are confident changing to/from the 

other three. Some examples é 
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Telling the Time: Common issues: 

Å 1200 (24 hour time) = 12.00 pm noon 

Å 0000 (24 hour time) = 12.00 am midnight 

Å Note that this is sometimes shown as 2400, which isnôt strictly correct. Should just be 

0000 for midnight in 24 hour time 

Å We teach in this order ï ñoôclockò, ñhalf pastò then ñquarter pastò then ñquarter toò.  

Å ñTo the hourò is more difficult to understand than ñpastò.  

Å The ñTeaching Timeò online school resource has great worksheets and games to help support 

pupilsô learning. 

 

Time: The calendar 

Å Days of the week 

Å Months of the year  

Å Seasons 

These are facts that simply have to be remembered so we use the following: worksheets, colouring 

sheets, posters, quizzes, word searches, songs and rhymes from the internet. Also jigsaws and games. 

 

 

 

 


